
Caring for the Land is Still A Passion for Henderson County Farmer At Age
90...Have you thought about still farming by the time you reach 90 years of age? When
Mr. Thomas McCullough lives one more year, he will be 90 and still taking care of his farm.
His wife is just a couple of years behind him, and both are very active with the farm. After
being married for 68 years, the love of farming and caring for their land is still a passion
that they will always enjoy.

The McCullough family has enrolled their farm in the Conservation Reserve Program for
the next ten years. Maintaining this farm for wildlife and erosion control with the help of
USDA is very enjoyable for this family. This program fit the McCullough’s farm just right.
Not only do they get an income from the program but they get the enjoyment of main-
taining it for the duration of their contract. Not being able to bush hog all the fields the
same year is a change for Mr. McCullough but he is getting use to it. This program is
geared towards wildlife, which means that it can be bushhoged only every other year. A
few years back landowners used to clean up from ditch bank to ditch bank. Now we are
beginning to realize that backing off from our ditches with farm equipment and leaving a
border around the fields is much better than mowing or cultivating.  It may not look as
good, but after you get use to this practice you will reap the benefits from water quality,
wildlife and erosion control. Also there are programs that pay for you to create these
buffers along side your streams. Mr. McCullough has decided that he is going to start
bushhoging half of his farm each year on a rotational basis. This keeps him busying doing
something that he enjoys.

I don’t think that you could find any better hospitality anywhere as you could by visiting
these people. It’s just like backing up in time when I go to this farm.  They are so nice
and respectful. I’ll be looking forward to the next trip to the McCullough farm, enjoying Mr.
McCullough tell of his years as a cook in the Navy and Mrs. McCullough tell of all the good
and bad times on the farm.

(Submitted by: David Willis, Soil Conservation Technician, USDA Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, Lexington, Tennessee).
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